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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET

MINUTES of the meeting of the Cabinet held on Thursday 27 July 2017 at 7.00 pm 

PRESENT: Councillor J A Kite, MBE (Chairman)
Councillor C J Shippam (Vice-Chairman)
Councillor Mrs A D Allen, MBE
Councillor P F Coleman
Councillor K M Kelly
Councillor A R Lloyd

27. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow.

28. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

29. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29 JUNE 
2017 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 29 June 2017 be confirmed.

30. URGENT ITEMS 

There were no urgent items.

31. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE CABINET ADVISORY PANEL HELD 
ON 24 JULY 2017 

The Cabinet received the minutes of the Cabinet Advisory Panel held on 24 
July 2017 and took note of the Panel’s views throughout the meeting.

The Chairman then noted that the current Chairman of Cabinet Advisory 
Panel B, Councillor I D Armitt, had asked to stand down and that a new 
Chairman was to be appointed.

32. REFERENCES FROM COMMITTEES 

There were no references from other committees.

33. DISABLED FACILITIES GRANTS AND DISCRETIONARY ASSISTANCE 

The Council’s current Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG) Policy was adopted in 
March 2016.  This Policy set out the mandatory grants process to provide 
specialist adaptations to qualifying households in the borough. This report 
outlined the Council’s DFG expenditure and works undertaken under the 
widened use of the recent Better Care Fund (BCF) allocation. It also set out 
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proposals for the use of additional monies provided from the BCF and 
included a proposed addendum to the current DFG Policy for the provision of 
discretionary assistance.

Members noted the reference that had been made at the Cabinet Advisory 
Panel to the limited number of Occupational Therapists (OT) available to carry 
out required assessments and the delays that this can cause. The Strategic 
Director (External Services) said that they were proud of the service that was 
being delivered and that the Council was part funding an additional Kent 
County Council OT post, which had resulted in a doubling of the number of 
referrals being received. She also confirmed that the Council intended to carry 
on part funding this additional OT resource.

The Chairman also suggested that a leaflet be prepared to promote the 
services and be made available to Members for their use, for example, at 
ward surgeries.

RESOLVED:

1. That the enhancements made to the Council’s disabled facilities grant 
work since the introduction of the BCF be noted.

2. That the proposals to include discretionary assistance as outlined in 
the addendum to the Council’s current DFG Policy attached at 
Appendix A to the report be approved.

34. DRAFT STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT (SCI) IN 
PLANNING 

This report presented a revised Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 
for planning which had been drafted for the borough. The revised SCI outlined 
the principles that will guide local public engagement in planning policy and 
development management; and adherence to its provisions will be verified 
when Local Plans are subject to independent examination.

The Head of Regeneration described how they were commencing work on a 
new Local Plan and explained how the updated SCI document set out the 
procedures to be used when consulting with residents and local stakeholders 
during preparation of the Plan, and when considering major planning 
applications. She said that this version of the SCI included input from an 
informal consultation exercise that had been carried out and would also be 
subject to a formal 6 week consultation, which would begin in September. She 
also noted how the increased use of electronic communication had been 
proposed in this version of the SCI with email and websites being used to 
encourage community involvement. She then described how exhibitions and 
forums would be held at key stages to promote the proposals being put 
forward and encourage community feedback.

The Chairman noted how important it was for the Council’s plans to be 
presented in ways that answered resident concerns and asked whether the 
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Planning Policy team had the skills required to prepare for and deliver the 
planned exhibitions and forums. In response the Head of Regeneration said 
that the Planning Policy team had always managed such events successfully 
in the past, but added that the preparatory work required was very resource 
intensive and that help to prepare the graphics and imagery needed in order 
that the Council’s plans may be presented in a clear and concise way would 
be useful.

Members referred to the work that was taking place to ensure that the 
infrastructure required to support new developments was being progressed 
and highlighted the need to manage people’s expectations when discussing 
target delivery dates. It was suggested that an ‘explain it once’ document 
would be useful to present the issues associated with the delivery of 
supporting infrastructure so that those requiring information on any particular 
aspect could then refer to that document to see how its delivery was being 
managed.

It was also suggested during discussion that a mechanism whereby residents 
are able to use a website to register for alerts to developments taking place in 
their neighbourhood would be useful, especially since residents often claim 
that they have not been advised when applications for planning permission 
have been submitted.

RESOLVED:

1. That the draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), attached at 
Appendix A to the report, be subject to further public consultation, and 
that the issues that arise from the consultation, together with a 
proposed final Statement of Community Involvement, be reported back 
to Cabinet.

2. That the Head of Regeneration be granted delegated authority to make 
any minor factual or presentational changes to the draft Statement of 
Community Involvement for the purposes of consultation.

35. DARTFORD HOUSING DELIVERY & FIVE YEAR SUPPLY 2017-2022 

This report provided an update to the total projected housing supply for 
2016/17 and the next five years. The Council’s Five Year Housing Land 
Supply (2017) was detailed in the Appendix to the report and it is a stipulation 
of the National Planning Policy Framework that details regarding land supplies 
should be updated and published annually.

The Chairman referred to the points that had been raised by the Cabinet 
Advisory Panel and noted the reference that had been made to the focusing 
of future development to the north of the borough. The Head of Regeneration 
confirmed that this strategy was as had been stated in the Core Strategy and 
was the Council’s policy. She also noted how the Advisory Panel had 
unanimously expressed support for the protection of Green Belt land.
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The Chairman then noted how the Cabinet Advisory Panel had requested that 
development plans be considered further into the future and the Head of 
Regeneration confirmed that, following the recent approval of the second part 
of the Local Plan, which allowed it to be used with full legal force when 
assessing planning applications, a required review of the Core Strategy would 
be carried out by the Local Plan Members Working Group, which would be 
looking at development options up to 2035. She said that this review would 
take all parts of the borough into consideration, and also take into account the 
supporting infrastructural requirements and any environmental constraints, 
and present what is to be considered to be the most sustainable proposal.

The Chairman then moved on to the Advisory Panel’s consideration of the 
infrastructure required to support the proposed development options and the 
Head of Regeneration confirmed that infrastructure was at the forefront of 
their work and that Section 106 agreements would be used where possible to 
ensure that required supporting services are delivered. She then noted how 
new schools were being built in areas where major development was taking 
place and said that required road improvements would be delivered through 
the Kent Thameside Strategic Transport Programme.

During further discussion the Head of Regeneration confirmed that, if 
approved by Members, the Five Year Housing Land Supply document would 
then be published. She also noted how the Council was in a comfortable 
position with respect to land that was available for development, but was 
relying on the ability of the Ebbsfleet Development Corporation (EDC) to 
deliver their predicted number of new homes. She said that a cautious view 
had been taken on the number of new homes that were expected to be 
delivered by EDC as there was a risk that the failure to deliver the overall 
number of homes predicted could result in Council’s policies being overturned 
and development on less favourable sites being approved on appeal.

Members welcomed and approved the Five Year Housing Land Supply 
document and asked that their thanks be passed to the Planning Policy team 
for the hard work that had gone into its production.

RESOLVED:

That the Council’s Five Year Housing Land Supply for 1 April 2017 to 31 
March 2022, attached at Appendix A to the report, be noted and agreed for 
publication.

36. PARKING CONSULTATION: BRENT, HEATH AND PRINCES WARDS 

Some residents of Brent, Heath and Princes wards had reported numerous 
and increasing parking related issues. The Council had therefore undertaken 
a number of consultations on proposals for managing the reported issues. 
This report summarised the results of the associated consultations 
undertaken from 30 March to 27 April 2017 and asked Members to approve 
the implementation of a number of parking management schemes.
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Members noted how a queue of requests for additional parking management 
schemes in other areas was building up, and said that work to carry out the 
associated required consultation exercises would be scheduled as soon as 
resourcing would allow.

Members hoped that, although the schemes proposed for Churchfield Close 
and Edgefield Close had not received majority household approval, the ‘traffic 
movement’ and ‘road user safety’ related measures being implemented would 
help address the parking issues being experienced near to the Leigh 
Academy and Winners Chapel.

Members noted how the parking scheme for Bowmans Road had proposed 
changes to an existing scheme which, as the new proposals had been 
rejected by residents, indicated that the Council’s original scheme had been 
successful and did not require modification.

Members also hoped that the proposed parking management plans for 
Cranford Road and Ingram Road would be welcomed by residents and 
address the issues being experienced in those areas.

RESOLVED:

1. That the making of the traffic regulation order in accordance with 
paragraph 3.7 of the report, and implementation of the schemes, be 
approved.

2. That households within the consultation areas be informed of the 
consultation outcome and the applicable installations, subject to the 
traffic regulation order making process.

37. STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING - MULTIPLE PHASES AT THE 
EASTERN QUARRY AND NORTHFLEET WEST SUBSTATION 
DEVELOPMENTS 

This report asked Members to approve 16 new roads names for use over 
multiple phases of development at the Eastern Quarry and Northfleet West 
Substation sites.

The Chairman referred to the points that had been raised at the Cabinet 
Advisory Panel and said that he did not approve of the use of ‘celebrity’ 
names when naming streets, but fully supported the use of armed forces 
personnel names.

He also noted the request to name roads after ex-Councillors that had passed 
away and said that he thought this to be inappropriate.

Members agreed with the views expressed by the Chairman and fully 
endorsed the war hero road names that had been proposed in the report.
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RESOLVED:

That Croucher, Eyres, Hoadley, Ovens, Danzey, Farmer, Humble, Raven, 
Day, Freeman, Mason, Simmons, Embleton, Giles, Outred and Tickner be 
approved as the new road names for the developments at the Eastern Quarry 
and Northfleet West Substation sites.

38. CAPITAL PROGRAMME - MONITORING 2017/2018 

This report informed Cabinet of the progress to date on the schemes in the 
approved Capital Programme, and reported the latest position on capital 
resources.

The Chairman referred to the recent ceremony at which he and Earl Attlee 
had officially opened the new build Council properties at Hill View, Temple 
Hill, and noted how well it had gone.

RESOLVED:

1. That the progress made to date on the 2017/18 Capital Programme be 
noted.

2. That the recommended virement to the HRA schemes be approved.

39. REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2017/18 

This report updated Members on financial performance against the 2017/18 
budget to date for the General Fund and Housing Revenue Account.

RESOLVED:

That the revenue budget monitoring update for the year to date be noted.

40. POLICY OVERVIEW COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2016 - 2017 

This report asked Members to consider the Annual Report of the Policy 
Overview Committee for the 2016 - 2017 municipal year.

Members asked that their thanks be passed to the Policy Overview 
Committee Chairman and its Members for the good work that had been 
carried out over the past year.

RESOLVED:

That the Annual Report of the Policy Overview Committee be noted.

41. MINUTES OF THE POLICY OVERVIEW MEETING HELD ON 13 JUNE 2017 

This report presented to Cabinet the minutes of the meeting of the Policy 
Overview Committee held on 13 June 2017.
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RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Policy Overview Committee meeting held on 13 June 
2017 be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.36 pm

Councillor J A Kite, MBE
CHAIRMAN


